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HOUSE FIRE TURNS INTO HOMICIDE INVESTIGATION FOR SPOTSYLVANIA AUTHORITIES 
  
On 07/29/2022 at approximately 1:49PM, the Spotsylvania 911 Center received a call 
reporting a house fire in the 7500 block of Grand Brooks Road. When arriving, Fire/Rescue 
and Law Enforcement units found the home fully engulfed in flames. Subsequent 
investigation found a deceased adult male victim located in the home. Detectives and Fire 
Marshall Investigators determined the death to be suspicious in nature. The body was 
transported to the Medical Examiner’s Office in Richmond, Virginia for identification and 
autopsy. The autopsy revealed that the victim died of a single gunshot wound to the upper 
body. During the investigation, Detectives learned that the vehicle registered to the 
homeowner was located the same day in Louisa County on Greenes Corner Road at 
approximately 12:30PM. The vehicle appeared to have been in an accident and was set 
on fire. Detectives quickly developed a person of interest over the weekend and 
conducted several interviews and surveillance. This person had outstanding probation 
violation warrants on file. On 08/03/2022 at 9:30AM, Detectives executed a search 
warrant at a residence in the 7600 block of Grand Brooks Road. The suspect barricaded 
himself in the home for a short time before he ran out of the residence in an attempt to 
escape. His efforts were unsuccessful and he was taken into custody without further 
incident. John Christopher Brown, thirty-seven years of age from Spotsylvania was 
arrested for Murder in the 2nd Degree, Arson, and Grand Larceny Auto. He was 
incarcerated at the Rappahannock Regional Jail under no bond. The positive identification 
of the victim is pending the Medical Examiner’s investigation. 
 

Remember, your phone call or online tip can make a difference. 
Phone: 1-800-928-5822 or 1-540-582-5822 

Online: www.p3tips.com or www.spotsylvaniacrimesolvers.org 
P3tips App: from Android or Google store 


